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THE TIME ELEMENT
IN THE
CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION
OF CHRIST

The Bible is truly a wonderful book, and
the study of it brings great happiness, com-
fort, and hope for something better than
this present pain-and-sorrow-befraught exis-
tence. The Bible teaches us the way of sal-
vation (escape from the death penalty im-
posed upon the human race because of sin)
through Jesus, the Son of God. This truth
constitutes the heart of the Scriptures.

The plan of salvation is told and retold by
writers of the Bible as they were directed
by Divine inspiration. Many methods have
been used to emphasize it, make it under-
standable, and to communicate it to us,
such as by stories of incidents and events,
by parables, by examples and illustrations,
by allegory and symbols, and by direct
teaching. All are skillfully blended together
to clearly reveal God's will and wish for
man—the way of life that prepares men and
women for the glorious eternal kingdom
of the Heavenly Father and His Son.

CHRIST :AND THE SIGN OF JONAH

One of the interesting Old Testament!
incidents which is closely linked with the
salyation theme is the one involving Jonah
and the great fish. It js a story with a great
lesson—the lesson of obedience. However,
it is more than that. It is also an illustra-
tion, or type, of part of the work of Christ.
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Jonah is a type of Christ—not in his re-
fusal to do what God asked, but in the
experience of being swallowed by the great
fish which the Lord prepared.

Had not Christ linked Himself to this
preacher who had been commissioned to
“go to Nineveh...and cry against it,”? it
is unlikely that anyone would have imagined
that there was any connection between the
work and life of Christ and Jonah's ex-
perience in being cast out of a storm-tossed
ship into the sea, there to be caught and
swallowed by “a great fish” which “the Lord
had prepared” for that purpose. But Christ
could not have failed to make use of this
story in His preaching, for it was not an
incident that just accidentally happened. God
planned it, and it was to be a vitally impor-

1By the term “Old Testament” we are
referring to the first of the two major
divisions of the Bible which begins with
the book of Genesis and ends with the
book of Malachi. These divisions, as desig-

nated by the compilers, are not to be con- =

fused with the Old and New Testaments as
defined by the inspired writers of the Bible.
Additional information is available on this
subject of the two testaments by writing
to the publishers,

2Scripture quoted in this tract has been
set in italic type to give it emphasis and
to make it readily recognizable. Also some
words in Scriptural quotations have been
purposely set with capital letters to
achieve additional emphasis and do not
so appear in the Bible.
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tant factor in substantiating the plan of sal-
vation. Without the record of this unusual
incident, there would be grave doubt as
to whether there will be any salvation for
man, for unless the Man who is declared
to be the heart of the plan of redemption,
who gave His life on the cross of Calvary,
was really the divine Son of God, without
sin, there can be no assurance of salvation
for anyone.

Without the account of the story of Jonah
and his fish-captor, there would be no posi-
tive proof with which to refute the claim
that the Christ of the Bible was an impos-
ter or pretender, for He, Himself, told some
doubting and skeptical scribes and Phari-
sees, who had doubt about His true identity,
even though they had seen Him perform
miracles, that no sign other than the sign,
or miracle, of Jonah would be given by which
to prove His claim to Messiahship. The ac-
count of this is found in Matthew 12:38-40
as follows:

Then certain of the scribes and of
the Pharisees answered, saying, Master,
we would see a sign from thee.

But he answered and said unto them,
An evil and adulterous generation seek-
eth after a sign; and there shall no sign
be given to it, but the sign of the
prophet Jonas:

For as Jonas was three days and three
“nights in the whale’s belly: so shall the
Son of man be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth.

Thus, the plan of salvation is involved in
5



this story. Unless Christ was in the grave
the exact time specified in this record of
Jonah, He was not the true Messiah. There-
fore, the time element in the Scriptural teach-
ing concerning the crucifixion and resurrec-
tion of Christ is most vital-—as we shall
endeavor to show.

As we begin a Scriptural investigation of
this subject, we would point out that Jesus
referred to the story of Jonah as something
that really happened. It is also important
to note that Matthew’s record of Jesus’
statement teaches that after His death,
Jesus would be in the tomb for three days
and three nights, or a total of 72 hours—
exactly the same length of time that Jonah
was entombed inside the fish. Thus, Jonah
(in the whale’s belly) was a type of Jesus
in the earthly tomb.

A PUZZLING QUESTION

This teaching of Jesus introduces us to
a very puzzling question: How can this type
be true of Jesus? If Jesus was crucified on

“Good Friday,” placed in the tomb just .~

before sundown that day, and arose on
Sunday morning, as it might appear from
a casual reading of certain Scriptures, He
was not in the tomb three days and three
nights, and, thus, could not have been the
true Messiah. Yet, He clearly stated (as is
recorded in Matthew 12:39, 40) that the
only sign that would be given to show that
He was the Messiah would be His three-
days-and-three-nights’ entombment in the heart
of the earth, or the same length of time
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that Jonah was inside the whale.

Is this a contradiction, or is there a way
to harmonize this statement of Jesus with
the recorded facts of what happened? A
careful examination of Scripture will re-
veal that there is no incompatibleness, but
rather that there is complete harmony. A
positive clarification is to be found which
reveals that Jesus was not only telling the
truth, but that He was truly “the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the
world” (John 1:29). Besides this, a study
of this subject will disclose additional evi-
dence of the divine inspiration of the Bible
and that God is very exacting in everything
He does.

In Jonah 1:17 we read:

Now the Lord had prepared a great
fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was
in the belly of the fish three days and
three nights.

This makes it clear that Jonah was ac-
tually inside, or entombed in, the fish (or
whale) a full three days and three nights,
which is equal to 72 hours. Previous to this,
Jonah had been on a ship fleeing from
his duty, but the time he was on the ship
was not counted in the three days and three
nights he was inside the fish. To make the
type true, neither can we count the time
that Christ was in the hands of the Jews
and Romans. Only the time He was actually
in the tomb is to bg" considered. To fulfill
His word He must have been in the tomb
exactly three days and three nights.

« 7



WHEN WAS CHRIST PLACED
IN THE TOMB?

It should now be helpful, as we continue
the study of the time element in the cruci-
fixion and resurrection of Christ, to deter-
mine when Jesus was placed in the tomb.
He was placed there on the same day He
was crucified—in the evening of that day
near sundown. Concerning this, we quote
the record of His burial as recorded in
Mark 15:42:

And now when the even was come,
because it was the preparation, that is,
the day before the sabbath, Joseph of
Arimathea . . . came, and went in boldly
unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.
The same record is to be found in Luke

23:53, thus:

And he [Joseph] took it [the body of
Jesus] down, and wrapped it in linen.
and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn
in stone, wherein never man before was
laid. And that day was the preparation,
and the sabbath drew on.

These verses logically pose the questions:
Which day of the week was the Sabbath?
and which day was the preparation?

According to the fourth commandment
of the Decalogue, as found in Exodus 20:
8-11, the seventh day of the week is desig-
nated as the Sabbath, which is today called
Saturday. Therefore, if the Sabbath men-
tioned in Luke 23:53 was the seventh day
of the week, or the Sabbath according to
the fourth commandment, it might well be
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concluded that Friday (the day immediately
preceding the Sabbath) was the preparation
day mentioned in this same verse. Thus,
from this reasoning and Scriptural record
it would appear that Christ was crucified
and buried on Friday—ijust before sundown.
That is the commonly accepted conclusion,
and it would seem to have Biblical founda-
tion.

However, if this conclusion is correct,
Christ did not fulfill the prophecy He ut-
tered concerning Himself, for if He arose
on Sunday morning, as is generally be-
lieved, He was in the tomb only two nights
and one day: Sabbath night*—1 night;
Sabbath—1 day; and Sunday night-—2 nights.
Even if we were to count the short period
between the time He was placed in the
tomb and sundown as another day (for
which there is no basis for doing), the
count would only be increased to two days
and two nights—one day and one night short
of the time Christ said He would be in the
grave. And if He was not there the full
length of time He said He would be, He
was an imposter, for He said this would
be the only sign given.

Any thought of counting any daylight part
of Sunday, in which Christ might have been
in the tomb before He actually arose, as
another day would definitely have to be
dismissed, for the angel (according to John's

3This count is according to Bible time,
which begins the 24-hour-day period at
sundown—the night part of the day com-
ing first.
9



record—John 20:1) told certain women who
went to the tomb before sunup that Christ
was already risen and gone at that time.
John states that the visit was made “when
it was yet dark.”

Therefore, we must conclude that there
is something wrong with the Friday-cruci-
fixion-Sunday-resurrection theory, because we
believe that Christ was the true Son of God
and that He told the truth. Thus, it will be
necessary to search further to find a har-
monious explanation of these events.

WHEN DID CHRIST
LEAVE THE TOMB?

It might seem like weak exposition to
pose the question: “When did Christ leave
the tomb?” before answering the question
asked in the previous heading, namely: “When
was Christ placed in the tomb?” We pro-
ceed this way because the time as to when
Christ was placed in the tomb can best be
dctermined by establishing when He burst
forth from His place of entombment.

The resurrection of Christ from the dead

was a wonderful occurrence. All the Gospel
writers testify to the fact of the Resurrection,
but, surprising as it may be, not one of
them tells exactly (the exact minute) when
this event took place. This, however, is
not to say that the Bible does not give us
enough information about the time of the
Resurrection to determine approximately
when it took place—that is, the day and the
neriod of the day in which it occurred.
Here is exactly what each Gospel writer
10
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tells us about the Resurrection:
MARK:

And very early in the morning, the
first day of the week, they [Mary Mag-
dalene, and Mary the mother of James,
and Salome] came unto the sepulchre
at the rising of the sun.

And .. .the stone was rolled away
...And entering into the sepulchre,
they saw a young man . ..clothed in a
long white garment...And he saith
unto them . ..ye seek Jesus of Nazareth,
which was crucified: he is risen: he is
not here: behold the place where they
laid him (Mark 16:2-6).

It is to be noted that Mark does not
give any indication as to when Jesus left
the tomb. He merely records that some
women made a visit to the tomb “at the ris-
ing of the sun” only to find that Christ was
not there.

JOHN:

The first day of the week cometh
Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet
dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth
the stone taken away from the sepulchre.

Then she runneth, and cometh to
Simon~ Peter ... Then ... Peter...went
into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen
clothes lie, and the napkin, that was
about his head, not lying with the linen

" clothes, but wrapped together in a place
by itself (John 20:1-7).
What is to be gleaned from this pas-
sage of Scripture? Just this: Neither does
3 11



John give even a hint as to when Christ
left the tomb. He merely states that those
who went there before daylight—"“when it
was yet dark”—found “the stone taken away”
and that Jesus was not there. It is to be
observed that this visit was made earlier
than the account given by Mark.

LUKE:

Now upon the first day of the week,
very early in the morning, they came
unto the sepulchre. ..

And they found the stone rolled away
from the sepulchre.

And they entered in, and found not
the body of the Lord Jesus.

...two men...in shining garments
...said ...He is not here, but is risen
... (Luke 24:1-6).

And neither does Luke give any clue as
to when Christ departed from the sepulchre.
He only collaborates what the other writers
record: that Christ was gone when the
women arrived there. But we have not yet

read Matthew's account of the Resurrection.

MATTHEW REVEALS THE TIME

MATTHEW:

In the end of the sabbath, as it be-
gan to dawn toward the first day of the
week, came Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary to see the sepulchre.

And, behold, there was a great earth-
quake: for the angel of the Lord de-
scended from heaven, and came and
rolled back the stone from the door, and
sat upon it.
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And the angel answered and said
unto the women, Fear not ye:. for I
know that ye seek Jesus, which was
crucified.

He is not here: for he is risen, as he
said. Come, see the place where the
Lord lay (Matt. 28:1, 2, §, and 6).

In these verses we find that Matthew
adds some very important information re-
garding the event, but we find no contra-
diction in his account. Matthew is the
only writer that pin-points the time of the
Resurrection. He tells of a visit made to
the tomb before the first day of the week
had begun—"In the end of the sabbath, as
it began to dawn toward the first day of
the week.” He does not say exactly how
iong this was before the next day began,
but it is definite that it was in the last part
of the Sabbath.

This fully explains why Christ was not in
the tomb when visits were made after the
Sabbath ended—upon the first day of the
week. The women in Matthew’s account
were there (in the vicinity, at least) at the
time of the Resurrection, for Matthew states
that “there was a great earthquake: for the
angel of the Lord descended from heaven
and rolled back the stone from the door
and sat upon it,” yet they did not actually
see Christ taken from the tomb.

- Itrdis to be noted that Matthew expresses
the time of the Resurrection with two differ-
ent terms: “in the end of the Sabbath,” and
“as it began to dawn toward the first day
of the week.” These are synonymous. The

13



Sabbath ended, and still ends, at sunset
(see Lev. 23:32).

THE MEANING OF THE WORD “DAWN”

The word “dawn” in verse one (of Mat-
thew 28) deserves some comment. Although
it is usually applied to the morning, its
usage here could not possibly indicate the
time of the rising of the sun. First of all
Matthew had just said that it was “in the
end of the Sabbath.” Thus, since the Sabbath
ended at sunset, it would be impossible for
“dawn” to mean morning here, for the sun
would not rise until some 12 hours later.
It could not be in the end of the Sabbath
and morning at the same time.

Secondly, the word “dawn” is used here as
a verb and not as a noun. Noticz that the
wording is not “as it began to be dawn,” but
“as it began TO DAWN TOWARD.” Under
the verb form of the word, the dictionary
(Webster) gives: “to begin to appear, de-
velop, or give promise; first appearance; be-
ginning.” Therefore, we must understand

that the Resurrection took place at the time -

when the first day of the week was near
at hand, beginning to appear—when dusk and
lengthening shadows gave promise of a new
day about to begin, but BEFORE and not
AFTER. It was in the end of a day and
not in the beginning of one.

The word ‘“dawn” is translated from the
Greek word epiphosko. Parkhurst's Greek and
English Lexicon of the New Testament de-
fines this word as follows: “To draw on, as
the Jewish Sabbath, which began in the eve-
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mng, (see Lev. 23:32; Neh. 13:19). Thus
the verb is plainly used, Luke 23:54 (com-
pare John 19:31 with Deut. 21:22, 23) and
in the same view it may be understood
wherein it occurs, namely Matt. 28:1 ...
In the evening of the Sabbath, when the
(Jewish) day was drawing on towards the
first day of the week.”

The word ‘“‘toward” is a mighty obstacle
in the way of a Sunday morning resurrec-
tion. As long as it was dawning, or drawing
on toward the first day of the week, it is
certain that the first day of the week had
not arrived.

At this point it should be helpful to note
how other men have translated Matthew
28:1, or at least part of it. Here are a few
such translations:

Revised Version and American Standard
Version:
“Now late on the sabbath.”

Peshitto Syriac:
“And in the close of the sabbath "

American Bible Union New Testament, pub-
lished by American Baptist Publishing Soci-
ety:

(Continued on page 18)

(On the next two pages will be found
a chart [with accompanying notes] showing
a condensed day-by-day transpiring of
events before, during, and after the time
of the. crucifixion and resurrection of Christ.
It "should be helpful in forming a clear
picture regarding the time that Christ was
dead and in the grave and when He was
resurrected.)

. 15
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The above chart shows events which took
place each day of the last week of the life
of Christ before His crucifixion, and on to
the close of the time of unleavened bread.
John 12:1 tells us it was six days before the’ -
passover when Jesus went to Bethany. Evi-
dently this means six days before the pass-
over sabbath. This same word meaning is
found in John 19:14 which tells us that the
day of the crucifixion was ‘“the preparation
of the passover.” The day of the crucifixion
was actually the passover day, the day on
the beginning of which they had eaten the
passover lamb. But it was the day of prepa-
ration for the “high day” or Passover sabbath
and thus Friday, Nisan 9, is six days before
the passover sabbath.

The references shown on the chart tell
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of events which happened on each day of
the week. At the beginning of Wednesday,
the 14th of Nisan Jesus and the disciples
ate the Passover meal and Jesus instituted
the Lord’s Supper. During the light part of
this same day Jesus was crucified, on the
preparation of the (passover) sabbath. He
was placed in the tomb just before sunset,
as the (passover) sabbath drew on. He re-
mained in the tomb Thursday night and day,
Friday night and day, and the weekly Sab-
bath night and day, arising from the tomb
just before sunset. Thus He was in the tomb
72 hours; or a full 3 days and 3 nights. Thus
He fulfilled the prophecy which He gave as
recorded in Matthew 12:40 ‘“so shall the
Son of man be three days and three nights
in tljne heart of the earth.”



“Now late in the sabbath.”

Dean Alfred:
“Now in the end of the Sabbath.”

Rotherham:

“And late in the week, when it was on
the point of dawning into the first of the
week.”

George Ricker Berry (in his Greek New
Testament Interlinear) :

“Now late on sabbath, as it was getting
Jusk toward first of week.”
James Moffatt:

“At the close of the sabbath, as the first
day of the week was dawning.”

The Sinaitic Palimpsest (older than any
known Greek text) confirms the renderings
given:

“And on the evening of the Sabbath, as
the first day of the week dawned.”

At first thought it might seem rather
strange that the Resurrection should have
occurred just before sunset. Yet, when we
think further, we discover that this is the

very time of day that it should have hap- -

pened—had to happen—in order for the
prophetical words of Jesus to be fulfilled
exactly.

Now we have found the time (approxi-
mate) of the Resurrection, but when we
compare it with the presumed time that
Christ was placed in the tomb, the search
for the answer concerning the time element
in our study becomes even more perplexing.
If Christ was placed in the tomb just before
sunset Friday, and if He arose just before
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sunset Sabbath, He was in the tomb only
24 hours, or one day and one night. This
cannot be true, for in no sense, then, could
it be said that the day after He arose was
“the third day since these things were done”
(see Luke 24:21).

Jesus said He would be in the grave three
days and three nights. Thus, since we have
found that He was resurrected in the end
of the Sabbath, we have only to count
back the length of time He prophesied
He would be there to determine when
He was placed in the sepulchre. This back-
counting takes us to just before sundown
Wednesday, which means that Jesus was
crucified on that day and not on Friday.

(Now it can be seen why we dealt with
the question regarding the time Christ left
the tomb in order to answer the previous
question: “When was Christ placed in the
tomb?”)

“But,” it might be questioned, “how can
this be? How could Christ have been cruci-
fied on Wednesday when it is clearly stated
that the crucifixion day was the preparation
day for the Sabbath?” Jchn gives the an-
SwWer:

The Jews, therefore, because it was
the preparation, that the bodies should
not remain upon the cross on the sab-
bath day, (for that sabbath day [the
day following the preparation day] was

" .an"high day,) besought Pilate that their
legs might be brgken, and that they
might be taken away" (John 19:31).

This shows that Christ was crucified on
. 19



a day called “the preparation.” Wes this the
preparation (day) for the seventh-day Sab-
path? No, it was not. It could not have
been for at least three reasons: Firstly, the
day before the weekly Sabbath was never
called a “preparation,” secondly, the weekly
Sabbath (as designated in the Ten Com-
mandments) was also never called or referred
to as a “high day,” and thirdly, the same
writer (John) tells us positively (in verse 14
of this chapter) exactly which occasion this
preparation day preceded. He said:

And it was the preparation of the pass-
over, and about the sixth hour: and he
saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!

This preparation day was for the Pass-
over, meaning the Passover Sabbath, and
“an high day.” Thus, after John states that
this “was the preparation of the passover,”
(in verse 14) we must understand that the
“preparation” in verse 31 is the same as
mentioned in verse 14, and that “the sabbath
day” in verse 31 corresponds to “the pass-
over” in verse 14,

Jesus—the true Passover Lamb of God—
was killed on the same day that the Pass-
over lamb had always been slain, and we
have just noticed that this was on a prepara-
tion day. However, this was not a prepara-
tion day for an ordinary weekly Sabbath,
for we have just shown: “that sabbath was an
high day,” and (we repeat) the weekly
Sabbath was never called an high day.

It is argued by some that this special
high-day sabbath occurred on the same day
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as the weekly Sabbath. This could not be
the case, because it can be proven astrono-
mically that the moon fulled the year of the
crucifixion on Tuesday at 2 p.m. (This date
has been collaborated by both the U. S.
Naval Observatory and by the British As-
tronomer Royal.) The Passover always oc-
curred on the day following the night of the
fulling of the moon. Therefore, the Passover
could not have been on the weekly Sabbath.

OTHER DAYS CALLED SABBATHS

It is to be observed that days other than
the seventh day of the week were also called
sabbaths. For instance, we find a different day
called a sabbath in this verse:

Speak unto the children of Israel,
saying, In the seventh month, in the
first day of the month, shall ye have a
sabbath, a memorial of blowing of
trumpets, an holy convocation (Lev.
23:24).

Then in the thirty-ninth verse another
sabbath is mentioned, thus:

Also in the fifteenth day of the
seventh month, when ye have gathered
in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep
a feast unto the Lord seven days: on
the first day shall be a sabbath, and
on the eighth day shall be a sabbath.

When we review some Old Testament
Scriptures pertaining to the institution of the
Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread,
which followed immediately afterward, we
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find yet another day called a sabbath, and this
is the sabbath, or “high day” John refers
to in chapter 19, verse 31 (previously
quoted).

Thus, it becomes necessary to determine
what day, or occasion, is meant when the
word sabbath is used in Scripture, and,
according to the Scriptures just guoted, it
can be seen that the sabbath which came
the next day after Christ was crucified was
not necessarily the weekly seventh-day Sab-
bath according to the commandment.

THE PASSOVER SABBATH

Christ was killed on the fourteenth day
of the first month (Hebrew)—the same day
on which the Passover lamb was slain un-
der the old covenant (see Exodus 12:1-6),
and this could occur on any day of the
week. The day following the killing of the
Passover lamb was always a sabbath day.
This we determine from the following verses:

In the fourteenth day of the first
month at even is the Lord’s passover.
And on the fifteenth day of the same
month is the feast of unleavened bread
unto the Lord: seven days ye must eat
unleavened bread.

In the first day ye shall have an holy
convocation: ye shall do no servile

work therein (Lev. 23:5-7).

Here the fifteenth day is not called a
sabbath; it is called “an holy convocation,”
which, according to the twenty-fourth verse—
“...in the first day of the month, shall ye
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have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of
trumpets, an holy convocation”—means a
sabbath. It was a time when no servile work
(or work of any kind) was to be done.
This made it a sabbath.

By this it can be seen that the day
following the crucifixion of Christ, which
Luke called “the sabbath” (Luke 23:54),
would, of necessity, have to correspond to
the day following the Passover according
to Leviticus 23, and this was a sabbath but
not the seventh-day Sabbath.

The crucifixion day was the preparation
day for the Passover sabbath to follow, and
that was not necessarily Friday. In this par-
ticular year the preparation day was Wednes-
day. (This will be verified later.) Jesus died
about three o’clock in the afternoon on that
day, and just before sunset He was placed
in the tomb. Seventy-two hours later (or
three days and three nights) would have
been just before sundown on the seventh-
day Sabbath, which was the time (according
to Matthew 28:1-6) when the angel opened
the tomb and said:

Fear not ve: for 1 know that ye seek
Jesus, which was crucified.

He is not here: for he is risen, as
he said. Come, see the place where the
Lord lay (vv. 4, 5).

- TIME OF THE ENTOMBMENT

Now we shall progeed with our study by
considering some other verses pertaining
to the time of Christ’s entombment. This
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nme is referred to in the Gospels in three
different ways—as follows:

1. Jesus would “be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth” (Matt.
12:40).

. He would “be raised again the third
day” (Matt. 16:21; also see Matt. 17:
23 and 20:19, Mark 9:31, and Luke
9:22).

3. Jesus had said: “After three days I will
rise again” (Matt. 27:63; see also

Mark 8:31).

Knowing that the Bible is Divinely in-
spired, and thus true and without con-
tradiction, there must be complete harmony
between these three designated periods of
time, and especially between the terms:
“the third day” and “after three days."
And there is. The reference (in these verses)
to the time Christ would be in the grave
in no way disputes or contradicts the doc-
trine of the Wednesday crucifixion and Sab-
bath (just before sundown) resurrection.
They harmonize with this truth in a won-
derful way and show the exactness of God.

“RAISED ... THE THIRD DAY":

How could Jesus have been in the tomb
three days and three nights and rise the
third day? This question is easily answered.
He was placed in the tomb on Wednesday
(just before sundown). Twenty-four hours
later would have been just before sundown
Thursday, which marked the first day He was
in the tomb. Following the same counting,
Friday would have been the second day, and
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Saturday (just before sundown—72 hours
later) would have been the third day (full
twenty-four-hour days) that He was en-
tombed, and He rose from the grave that
day.

“AFTER THREE DAYS":

Again, how could Christ have arisen the
third day and at the same time left the tomb
after three days? This is the answer: Ac-
cording to Matthew, He would be in the
grave three days and three nights—72 hours.
Thus, after that period of time would be
after He had been there three days. He could
not have risen before the expiration of the
three days. There was time after the elapsing
of the specified time and sundown for Him
to make His exit from the tomb and still
do so on the third day.

Therefore, we find perfect harmony in
all three designations of the time, with every-
thing working out to the exact minute as
we should know God would have worked it
out. Praise His name!

“THE THIRD DAY SINCE...”

There is one more time reference made
that is linked to the crucifixion and resurrec-
tion of Christ. This was made by one of the
two men who were walking from Jerusalem
to a village called Emmaus on the next day
after the Resurrection, while Jesus (unknown
to them) joined them and walked along
with them. They were talking about the
recent events involved in the death and
resurrection of Jesus when one said:
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But we trusted that it had been he
which should have redeemed Israel: and
besides all this, to day is the third day
since these things were done (Luke
24:21).

We have previously noted several verses
wherein it is stated that Jesus was to rise
on the third day (following His crucifixion
and burial). If this third day (mentioned by
one of the two disciples going to Emmaus)
was THE third day after Christ was placed
in the tomb, then it would seem that the
conclusion would have to be that the Resur-
rection occurred on the first day of the
week. However, this would be in direct
contradiction with statements in other verses
which we have considered—one being the
sign of Jonah and another the statement
made by Matthew that Christ was not found
in the tomb in the end of the Sabbath.

We would observe, though, that this is
not a contradictory statement (made in
Luke 24:21), as can be readily seen by
observing exactly what is said in the verse
under consideration. When we do, it can

be seen that not only is there no contradic-

tion but that it is impossible for Sunday
to have been “the third day since” (or after)
the day of Christ's crucifixion. Why? Be-
cause:

If Sunday was the third day AFTER the
day of the crucifixion it could not have taken
place on Friday. It would have had to occur
on Thursday, for if SUNDAY was the third
day AFTER, then (counting backward),
Saturday would have been the second day
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AFTER, and Friday would have been the
first day AFTER the crucifixion day—not the
day OF this event. It would be absurd and
out of harmony with common understanding
and grammatical diction to say that the day
on which Christ was crucified was the first
day AFTER (since) it was done. That just
does not make sense, does it?

We will now show, by observing exactly
what the disciple said, that his statement
neither complicates the subject nor does it
in any way contradict that which is stated
in other parts of the Bible.

Although the verse under consideration
is often quoted to substantiate the belief that
Christ was resurrected on Sunday, it does
not so state. The disciple did not say:
“Today is the third day since the crucifixion
and entombment of Jesus.” Rather, he said:
“...to day is the third day SINCE THESE
THINGS were done.” Thus, it would first
be necessary to determine what was meant
by “these things.”

Very apparently the two men had been
talking about more than the crucifixion and
burial of Jesus, for we read in the fourteenth
verse:

And they talked together of ALL these
things which had happened.

This would have included all that had
been done in connection with the death and
burial of Jesus. The last thing that was done
was ‘the sealing of the tomb and setting
of a watch. This was on the day after His
death, or Thursday, as we determine by
these verses:

- 27



Now the next day, that followed the
day of the preparation, the chief priests
and Pharisees came together unto Pilate,
saying ... Command therefore that the
sepulchre be made sure. .. Pilate said
unto them, Ye have a watch: go your
way, make it as sure as ye can. So
they went, and made the sepulchre
sure, sealing the stone, and setting a
watch (Matt. 27:62-66).

Thus, the time to count the days after
would be from the day on which the last
thing was done in connection with the
crucifixion, and this was that which we have
just pointed out—the sealing of the tomb
and the setting of the watch, and this was
on Thursday. Hence, Friday would have
been the first day after, Saturday the second
day after, and Sunday the third day after
“all these things” had happened. Again we
find perfect harmony in the Scriptures.

WHY THIS STUDY?

Why should we study this subject in such
detail? Does it really make any difference
as to the day on which Christ was crucified
and on which day He was resurrected? Is
it not true that the most important thing is
to believe that Jesus died for us and rose
again that we might live (eternally) also?
Yes, it is true that that which He did for
us is vitally important, and, without other
factors involved, it is of greater impor-
tance than the time element. But since
other factors are involved, the time element
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is also vital. Besides, it gives great satisfac-
tion to know that we are believing and
teaching Scriptural truth. It is a lack of
understanding of this subject that has led
to other false teachings.

THE OBSERVANCE OF SUNDAY—
A FALSE TEACHING

We would point out that the observance
of Sunday as a day for rest and worship
has, in the main, been an outgrowth of the
teaching that Christ was raised from the
dead on Sunday, which, when we see what
the Scriptures really set forth concerning the
time element in the crucifixion and resur-
rection of the Saviour, leaves this doctrine
without support. When asked why they ob-
serve Sunday as the Sabbath, most of those
questioned will reply: “Because Christ rose
on that day."”

It is because we see people changing the
commandment of God and thereby losing
His divine blessing because of a misunder-
standing (or lack of Bible knowledge) rela-
tive to the true time of the Resurrection
that we are impressed with the need of
preparing and publishing this study.

The prophet, Daniel, said that there would
be a power (men) who would “think to
change times and laws” (see Daniel 7:25).
In one instance this happened when Sunday
was substituted for Saturday as the day for
rest from work and for going to church for
worship. This change was wrought by men,
for there is no Scriptural injunction for the
ch?nge. And it is dangerous to adjust our
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worship of God and of Christ according to
the doctrine of men and to establish our
faith in conformity with the teachings of
men. Christ called it “vain.” He said:

But in vain they do worship me,
teaching for doctrines the commandments
of men (Matt. 15:9).

Even if it could be proven that Christ
rose on Sunday (which it cannot be)
that would constitute no basis for changing
the Sabbath commandment and establishing
a new day for rest and worship, because there
is not even a hint in the Bible that the day
upon which Christ was resurrected was to
be considered as a sacred, holy, or sanctified
day, or even as a day to be used for private
or public worship and for rest.

Furthermore, there is not even the slight-
est Scriptural intimation that the day of
Christ’s resurrection was to be celebrated or
remembered in any special way. Therefore,
the time of Christ’'s resurrection does not
give any reason for keeping Sunday instead
of the Sabbath.

THE OBSERVANCE OF “GOOD FRIDAY”

Another outgrowth of the false teaching
about the crucifixion and resurrection of
Christ is “Good Friday.” Each year most
of the churches have a special service on
the Friday before Easter. This day is desig-
nated as “Good Friday,” and it is celebrated
as the day of the crucifixion. However, after
having read thus far in this treatise on the
subject and having carefully compared state-
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ments made herein with the Bible, it should
not be difficult to see that there is no
Scriptural foundation for the observance
of this day.

It is true that Christ taught that we should
remember His death. He instituted a service
for this purpose, which Paul refers to as
the “Lord’s Supper” (1 Cor. 11:20)—a
time when unleavened bread and fruit of
the vine is to be taken as emblems of His
broken body and shed blood. However, he
instituted this service during the night that
He was betrayed, or the night of the day
on which He was crucified, and not on the
day He was resurrected. Therefore, taking
the communion on Sunday is also without
Scriptural justification. It seems that those
who believe that Christ was crucified on
Friday should at least take communion on
that day.

“Good Friday” is another institution of
man. Christ was not crucified on Friday, as
we have clearly shown—this event having
taken place on Wednesday afternoon. How-
ever, this does not mean that Wednesday
is the day to always be observed as the time
of His crucifixion. Just as birthdays fall
on different days of the week each year,
likewise, the anniversary of the crucifixion
also comes on a different day each year.

Thus, “Good Friday” must also be dis-
carded, because it is unscriptural.

WHAT ABOUT EASTER?

Since we have shown that Christ was
not resurrected on Sunday, there is, there-
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tore, no Bible grounds for the observance
of FEaster, although it is one of the most
important special days in most churches.
We have shown that Christ actually arose
from the tomb just before sundown on Sab-
bath, the day preceding Sunday. Easter-
sunrise-services are completely unscriptural.
There is no example or teaching in the
Bible for the celebration of the resurrection
of Christ—as we have already pointed out.
To observe Easter as a special, sacred, and
religious day and then hide colored eggs
for children to hunt, and then break the
commandment by lying to them by trying
to make them believe that rabbits laid them,
is very inconsistent, to say the least. It is
religious mockery and an infamous sin.

CONCLUSION

We have presented what we believe is the
truth relative to the time element in the
crucifixion and resurrection of Christ and
why we think it is important. You are in-
vited to do as the people in Berea. They

were commended for being “more noble

than those in Thessalonica, in that they re-
ceived the word with all readiness of mind,
and searched the scriptures daily, whether
those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
Search the Bible and study it carefully
so that you will be personally assured that
we have nghtly interpreted the Word of
God. There is a great blessing in knowing
the truth. Jesus said:
And ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall maxe you free (John 8:32).
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